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REVOLUTION, NATIONALISM AND LEGAL INNOVATION: THE 
ACERBO ELECTORAL LAW1   

 
 

Adrian-Alexandru HERȚA 
 
  

Abstract: In May 1923, in Italy, the National Fascist Party decided to replace the 
proportional representation formula, in force since August 1919, with a 
revolutionary and unprecedented method that provided two thirds of the seats in 
the Assembly of Deputies to the political party ranked first in the elections, 
granted that they obtained at least 25% of votes. The autor of this scrutiny model 
was the undersecretary to the Presidency of the Council of Ministers during the 
first Benito Mussolini’s government, Giacomo Acerbo. His algorithm embodied 
both a clear ideological option and a legal innovation. 
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1 This text is an adapted part of the study Adrian-Alexandru Herţa, Proiectul Legii Electorale 

româneşti din martie 1926 şi modelul său, Legea Electorală italiană din decembrie 1923. 

Ţara reală şi ţara legală, în Florin Anghel, Gabriel Stelian Manea, Metin Omer (coord.), 

„Marea, loc al memoriei şi al desfăşurărilor geopolitice”, Editura Cetatea de Scaun, 

Târgovişte, 2014, p. 262-287. 


